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DEDICATION. 


To the POOR, 


F 


rich are frequent enough, let me however 


for once, be permitted to deviate from the com- ; 
mon path, and dedicate this token of reſpe& to 
the memory of my dear-lov'd friend, to the uſe 


and benefit of the poor. A generous mind will 


ſcorn to deſpiſe you on account of that pover- 
ty and diſtreſs under which you may be called 


to labor; but will rather eſteem it an honor to 


_ exert itſelf to the utmoſt in every act of mercy 
and compaſſion, to alleviate the different ſor- 


rows which from your ſituation you muſt ne- 
ceſſarily ſuſtain. 
Suffer me therefore ſincerely to condole with 


you, the loſs you at this time lament, of one 
that never wiſh'd for higher promotion than to 


dedicate his time, talents and all, to your tem- 


Poral and eternal good. And at the ſame time 
faithfully to warn you, leſt after all his labors of 


love, he ſhould only appear to riſe up in judg- 
ment againſt you, and increaſe your condem- 


nation. Let me alſo beſeech you to beware of 


that fooliſh confidence, too common among the 
GS WWW 
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iv DEDICATION. 


poor, of ſuppoſing your meer outward poverty, 
will procure you a place in heaven. A confi- 
dence this, that I fear deludes its thouſands. 
= No poverty can be an excuſe for ſin. Remem- 
ber you muſt firſt be changed before ever 1885 
can finally be ſaved. 1 
=. Amicdſt the loſs of all ather friends, let me 
recommend to you one friend that ſtill lives, 
and ever lives, the Friend of Sinners, the ado- 
rable Lord Jeſus. Your poverty ſhall be no 
bar againſt the enjoyment of the riches of his 
ſalvation. The language of his goſpel 1 is, Who- 
ſoever will let them come, he knows not how | 
1 to ſhut the door of mercy againſt the beggar' s 
cry. As ſure as they come, ſo ſure ſhall they 
meet with the choiceſt bleſſings, wine and mill 
without money and without price. 

I hope the Lord has put it into my heart is 
eſteem it my honor to ſpend and be ſpent for 
your ſervice. My condeſcending Maſter lov'd 
the poor, and it is impious in his miniſters to | 
dare to deſpiſe them. I am glad to preſent you = 

this as a proof that I love you; accept it there- 


fore as ſuch, and as coming from the heart of 
SU SOTY 


J our willing Servant , for Chri ift's ſake, 
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Courteous Reader, 


TH E dull way of reading, inſtead of preaching 
from the pulpit, is @ modern maxim I rather 
chuſe to leave lo others than pracliſe myſelf, as it only 
tends to lull people to ſleep, and to caſt additional loads 
of ignorance upon our miniſlers, when ib is confeſs'd 
on all fides the queſtion, that the generality of them, 
conſidered as dromes, have quite enough of ic already; 
let this therefore be under ſicod as the ſubſtance of an 
extempore diſcourſe. As far as I could pofſibly recol- 
lect, it contams nothing but the leading ſentiments of 
what was then delivered. I have alſo induftruouſly 
allempted to keep up an extempore ſiyle, that the public 
might have it in ils native dreſs, It is ſimply meant 
to perpetuate the memory of a beloved friend and a 
faithful miniſter of the fel, of this end be anſwered 
| 1 am ſat fied, 


Thine, for Chriſt's ſake, 


K. BH. 


7 
' 


Marr. xxv. 21. 


Well done, good and faithful ſervant ; thou We been 


faithful over a few things, J will make thee ruler 
over _— thangs : enter thou into the 19 Ll thy 


. 


HERE is the man hi rech and dieth 


not? Thus ſtands the decree of our 
tremendous God, — Thou ſhalt ſurely die—a 
truth this that is controverted by none. We 
know that it is appointed unto all men once 10 die, 


and after death the judgment, * and after judgment 
eternity : and yet aſtoniſhing! with what neg- 


ligence we live! Can I be too awful upon ſuch 


important ſubje&s ? You agree with me it is 


impoſſible. As a dying man to dying men per- 


mit me then to addreſs you. Remember it is 


my office to preach to you as if N for 
eternity, 
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_ eternity, and it is your duty to hear as if 
hearing for eternity. We ſolemnize an ins 


ſtance of unexpected mortality to-day, which 


calls aloud to all; I requeſt you to hear its 
call; Prepare to meet thy God :* young and old, 
rich and poor, one and all, God commands you 


to prepare. | 
| Beloved, religion i is a reality; ; beware there- 


fore of reſling in any thing ſhort of a ſanfuary 
preparation. Remember the God whom we 


ſerve requireth truth in the inmoſt parts. The 


outſide pageantry of forms and modes may ſa- 
5 tisfy for thy deluſion, but not for thy ſalvation. 


1 fear thouſands ſplit againſt this rock of 


_ offence; and however well decency in itſelf 
may be, many there are that are pure m their own 
eyes, and yet not cleanſed from their flthanefs, con- 
tenting themſelves with ſuch a confidence as 

| ſhall never avail; they can thank God like the 
Phariſee of old, that they are not ſo careleſs and 
negligent in their duty as other men are, that 
they can give conſtant attendance at the church, 
not only on Sundays, but on Wedneſdays and 
Fridays allo. Beſides monthly ſacraments, and 
mock-faſtings in Lent, they can boaſt of ſaying 
their prayers regularly in private, that they 


are juſt, chaſte, and fober, and now and then 
can ſpare a triſle for the poor, &c. & And is 
this thy confidence, poor fallen worm? Thinkeſt 

thou 


Ames iv. 12. + Prove xxx. 12. 


Ly 
thou that theſe few pitiful externals ſhall gain 
glory for thy poor polluted ſoul, when it ſtands 
awfully recorded, Without ſhedding of « blood, and . 
that too the blood of Chriſt, there is no remiſſion.® 
O beware, other foundation can no man lay than 
iat which. is laid, which is the Lord Je ſus Chriſt. + 
If he is not made the Alpha and Omega of thy : 
1 Afalvation; all beſides ſhall certainly be account- 
1 end as dung and droſs, and however eſteemed 
83 by: thee, thy God ſhall utterly contemn it. For 
mark the conſequences of this hateful divinity. | 
Firſt; the fancied righteouſneſs of the apoſtate 
worm acts as a traitor, for it calls itſelf the Sa- 
viour and ame the Pee, oy the eat * 
thrones „ 5 | 
' Agaih, it makes man guilty of the groſe ft 110 9 
ary.” He falls down and worſhips | his perfor- 5 
mances, tho! the creature, of his own making, 
and ſays to it, Thou art my God, „ fave We. -:-- 2 
| And at laſt, crowns the whole, in Janguage | 
next to blaſphemy, by charging the God of wſ- [| 
dom with folly, the God of mercy with cruelty, 3 Lt 
1 fending his own Son upon an errand of inex- Þ! 
1 preflible ſufferings, for the pretended ſalvation of 
man, tho' uſeleſs and unneceſſary, ſince n man Cl 
can fave himſelf, 5 | | 
But methinks I beer! it argued, If ſuch be the | 
caſe, of what value are our good works; and I! 
why need we perform them ; had we not better 77 
B VV 
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= — 1 
2 

n W rn 

—— — 


1 0 


- 
* a 
— _T” Lathe 


— — — — 7 Og ——  ” i Cats, Pha. — — 


f +,» 3 * : * 27 .* 
1 v. * 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


F 10 J - 


live as we. liſt, and take up the brutiſh maxim 
of thoſe of old, Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow 


we die? * No, my friends, as the ſuperſtructure 


you may ſafely place them, but not as the foun- 


dation, and then they will ſtand. If you aſk 


therefore, What is the cauſe of our juſtificati- 
on? I[t is our office to point you to Chriſt. 


But if you aſk, What are the fruits or. effefts of 
our ſalvation ! ? The chapter that is before us in 
general, as well as the text in particular, will 


amply declare. For herein we ſee a moſt live- 


ly deſcription of them that ſhall be finally ſaved. 


Like wiſe virgins, with the oil of grace in their 
| hearts, they watch unto prayer, waiting for 


Jeſus their bridegroom, falvation and all. 


| They ſpend their time and talents, or rather the 
time and talents lent them of God, to his glory: 


and this is recognized at the final day,. not as 
that which procured them ſalvation, but as a 
proof that they really were ſaved, A mercy. they 
Teceived not from themſelves, but from therr bride- 


groom Je eſus. It would be highly injudicious 
therefore to ſuppoſe theſe performances, how- 


ever excellent in themſelves, are the cauſe why 


ve are ſaved; eſpecially : as the parable itſelf 
which 


2 1 Cor. xv. 32. 


ks) 1 Jove to ** teſlimony to 1506 noble dodtines of the 
Reformation, recorded in the 39 Articles, I refer my readers 


to. that excellent diſtinction of works done before and after 
jnllBcation, f in Art, 1. 


1 1 4 
which contains our text, gives us to underſtand, | 
the talent that was improved, was not a pur- 
chaſed, but a given one, and the reward vouch- 
ſafed. was not demanded by the receiver, but freely | 
 beflowed by the benificence of the giver, elſe how 
when we have done all can we be called unpro- 
fulable ſervants? If we can demand a mite, we 
certainly are not altogether unprofitable. And 
how ſhall we call ourſelves members of the church 
of England, in which name many of us make our 
boaſt, and yet preſume to ſay, that the improve- 
ment of grace received, is the cauſe that procures 
| the reward; and thus directly contradi& one of 
her fundamental doctrines contained in her ioth 
Article, in which the Pelagian notion of 
man's free-will ſtands entirely reprobated ; 
which not only tells us that a will for good is the 
 fole gift of God, but that we muſt alſo have a Fl 
(divine) working in us when we have that good will. | 
| Beſides, let the candid enquirer conſult the : 
concluſion of the chapter, when thoſe noble atts | 
| 


of benevolence there mentioned, are brought | 
as proofs of real grace, thoſe that are made $i 
partakers of glory, inſtead of boaſting of, or 
| pleading theſe acts of mercy as their juſtifying 3 
righteouſneſs, abſolutely forget that ever they BR 
performed them ; and if they never thought 
they performed them, they certainly could not 
dream of making them a plea for their ſalva- 
tion. O that 
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O that my dear W en had bet ears 
to hear, and hearts to underſtand theſe impor- 


tant conſiderations. A vain confidence upon 


fallen ſelf, and conſequently entire ignorance of 


the covenant of grace, I am ſure is at the foun- 
dation of all our miſtakes ; could we acknow- 


ledge ourſelves as loſt, completely loſt, and 
come juſt as nature has left us, to that glorious | 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, with what aſtoniſhing gran- 


- deur and noble fulneſs would the beams of his 
falvation chear our hearts and conſtrain us to 
rejoice, even with ; 70 unſpeakable and full of glory! | 
Ale you guilty—filthy as a Magdalene —impi- 
ous as a Manaſſen? — The everflowing fountain 
of his atoning blood can cleanſe you entirely, 


and make you whiter than the driven ſnow. 
Are you ſtript by the fall, of all original righte- 


ouſneſs, or at beſt ſtand before the Lord in 


filthy garments, like Zoſhua of old? Here is a 


righteouſneſs for thee, a royal robe, which can 


completely cover from the crown of thy head 


to the ſole. of thy foot; and does the inbred 
venom of thy corrupted nature make thee groan 
being burdened? The divine influences of his 
everlaſting Spirit are freely offered to change 
the molt obdurate heart, and malte all things neu. 


Such is the glorious goſpel we love to preach: 


and ſuch are the noble "truths, we who eſteem 
it an honor to be miniſters of the eſtabliſhed 


Church, 


— 


, inviolable ; and that in the ſtrongeſt language 


eighteenth. article of our Church. They 
* alſo are to be had accurſed, that been to 


or ſect, which he profeſſeth, ſo that he be 
diligent to frame his life according to that 


* ture doth ſet out unto us only the name of 
* Teſys Chriſt, whereby men muſt be ſayed.”* 


tions upon the ſuperſtrutture, or rather the 


kingdom of God is not meats and drinks, but righte- 2 


E 18-4 
Church, have ſolemnly engaged to defend. 


Again and again at the Univerſities, upon ordi- 
nation, and upon every freſh ſtep of promotion, 


does every Clergyman ſwear to maintain them 


imaginable, ſee how it is expreffed in the 
„ ſay, that every man ſhall be faved by the law 
law, and the light of nature. . For holy ſerip- 


O chat none were found to lift up the heel 
againſt the doctrines of our church, who eat her 
bread and are fed by her benevolence! 
Having thus vindicated the foundation of 
our ſalvation, I now make a few more obſerva- 


materials it maintains. Mind, my brethren, they 
are not a ſet of empty forms and modes; the 


ouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghioſt.x Our 
Lord brings no acts but the ſolid acts of bene- 

volence to prove the real Chriſtian ; mark 
therefore what the Lord lays to the bleſſed chil. 
dren of his Father, for whom before the world 
was, his kingdom was Progavkd T1 was an hun- 
_gred 


* .Rom, xiv, TH | 


— — . Nes 
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hd: 
gred and Je gave me meat: T was thirſty and ye gave 
me drink: I was a ſtranger and ye took me in: 


naked and ye clothed: I was fick and ye viſited me: 


I was in priſon and e came unto me. 1 Theſe 


therefore are the works that prove the reality of 
grace, and caſt a noble luſtre upon the Chrillian 


man's charaQter ; and hereby it is that we ſee 


the grace of God is meant to make us uſeful 


members of ſociety here, as well as fit us for 
glory hereafter: no real Chriſtian can be 
- contented ſordidly to live only to himſelf: no; „ 


his ambition, his meat and drink, his | Joy, his 


very heaven upon earth is to be diligent for 
God, in laying himſelf out for the good of his 
fellow- creatures; he looks upon it as his higheſt 
privilege to preſent his body, ſoul and' ſpirit as 
a living ſacrifice to his Maſter's work ; and under 
the influence of a heart thus devoted to God, 
whether he eats or whether he drinks, or what- 
ever he does, to follow the apoſtolic direction, 
he does all to his glory: ſuch are the bleſſed 
paths in which he wiſhes to be found, going 
about doing good and perſevering in it to the 
end; for having felt the divine power of grace 
upon his heart, the love of Chriſt conſtrains him 
to cry, Thou haſt ſet my feet at liberiy, therefore will 
J run the ways of thy commandments. 
And yet, however lamentable the truth is, 
how rarely are ſuch charafters as theſe to be 
found 


+ Matt. xxv. 95, 36. 


„ 

10 5 in che preſent day? Where ſhall we di 
cover one among the living i in this city, in all 
reſpects equal to him whom we now lament, as 
numbered among the dead? Mult we not 
therefore take up our lamentation and ay, 
alas, my brother ! Conſidering his ſituation i in 
life, and the very inconſiderable ſhare of pre- 

ferment he enjoy d, tis aſtoniſhing that he could 
do ſo much. ; | 

Tendernefs and "conipalion.w were the noble i 
acts in which his ſoul delighted; I know that 
he prefer'd it to his daily food, and frequently : 

ated as if unmerciful to himſelf, that he might 
be merciful to others. The hungry, the 
thirſty, the ſtranger, the naked, the ſick, and 


the impriſoned, were ſure to find a ſriend i in 
him if forſaken by all beſides, 


Let his. conduct to the poor priſoners i in 

Newgate, * if poſſible ſufficiently declare his 

= | praiſe in this reſpect. Tho' the inhabitants of 
= goals are generally accounted the dung and off- 
' ſcouring of all things, yet without the leaſt ex- 
peQation of any earthly advantage, it is known 

to all, he was their conſtant friend. As a mini- 

fter, his labors. of love for the good of their 

| ſouls were ever at their ſervice. As a man he 
eſteemed it his happineſs to promote their ad- 

vantage and redeem them from miſery, as if 


their 


_* Newgate is the city goal. 
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be expetted. 


aka. 


their. caſes were his own. And however deſpi- 


cahle this part of his conduct may appear to the 


proud, who would diſdain to defile their perſons 


among ſuch company as our goals are ſuppoſed 


moſtly to contain, yet, perhaps nothing proves 
the real greatneſs of the generous mind, like 
that of giving aſſiſtance to thoſe who ate too 
much neglected by moſt befides, and where no 


_ mercenary views of a return 1 of favors c can ever 
The yoor were” "an Bother object of his con- | 
tant care. Many can content themſelves with 
a few good wiſhes upon theſe occaſions, and 


when they have ſaid, Depart in peace, be ye warmed 
and be ye filled, * they ſeem to think that they 
have ſaid and done too: not ſuch was the con- 
dutt of the dear deceaſed. He faid little but did 
much; I may almoſt venture to ſay, he was ge- 
thetous to a fault; for when he had given 
away to the utmoſt, all that he could ſpare from 
the neceſſary expences of his own family, where 
objects of real diftreſs preſented themſelves, he 
would borrow that he might aſſiſt them; and 
when all other methods were exhauſted, he 


would even beg of others that he might procure 


mem relief: for his enlarged ſoul could not 


bear to ſee an object of compaſſion ſink | into 


diſtreſs. And I may alſo add, that none but 


one 


James | ii. 16. | 


ww J. 

one of a diſpoſition truely Humble, as well as no- 
ble, could ever adopt this laſt method of procur- 
ing affiſtance, ſince the natural pride of our 
| hearts, which makes us hate to expole- our own | 
poverty, and put ourſelves under obligations to 
others, would rather prompt us to give away 
pounds of our own, thai commence beggars 
for a penny. 1 oy 
His conduct towards the ick, is arigiing part 
ol thoſe works which muſt next ſpeak his praiſes 
in the gates. And it is no wonder that it was 
the fick among the poor, that were the princt- 
pal perfons who requeſted his attention: they 
wefe convinced by the whole tenor of bis beha- 
viour, that he ſincerely watched for their good, 
and when they ſent for him, they were ſure not 
to be treated with cod looks and long delays, 
but a haſty willingneſs to ſerve them to the ut- 
moſt. And all that were ſo happy as to be 
witneffes to his viſits upon theſe occaſions, 
could not but admire the faithful and affectio- 
nate way in which he dealt with them, even to a 
dying hour. His love for ſouls would never per- 
mit him to daub them over in thoſe awful moments, 
with the untemper'd mortar of mere emp ty exter- 
nals; ſuch as a few prayers. ſaid over, and the 
ſagrament received as a puſſport to heaven; 
which, while without an intereſt in Chriſt, can 
only tend to increaſe the ignorance of their un- 
derſtandings, and fend them blindfold to de- 
Audion. He knew that it was his office to probe 
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deep for the diſeaſe; that none of them might 
reſt ſatisfied without the enjoyment of that glo- 
rious 3 held forth in the nn 
N ; had alſo the honor of a very intimate 
acquaintance with him, ever ſince I have known 
this city, I am happy that I have it not only in 
my power thus to declare the excellencies of 
his public character, but can bear witnels to 
his truly Chriſtian . deportment in private life. 
As a huſband, his moſt amiable widow ſuſtains 
a loſs that no words can reach. Thoſe ſilken 
cords both of nature and grace, were ſo twin'd 
around their hearts, and had made them ſo 
completely one in all they ſaid or did, that if 
ever twain were really ſeen to be one fleſh, it 
might have been ſeen in them. His tranſlation 
to a world of joy demands our praiſes— tis his 
eternal gain—her's is the loſs, and ſhe needs 
our prayers—ſhe feels deeply the ſtroke that 
Las taken from her the beſt of earthly com- 
7 forts ; tis well ſhe kyows the bleſſing of that 
5 pleaſing word, * Maker i is thy e the Lord 


of hoſts is his name. 
As a father, his children were not 8 
but led; not alarmed, but allured into obedi- 
ence: though he was fully ſenſible that it high- 
ly became a miniſter of Chriſt to govern well 
his own houſe, yet he wiſely judged, government 
was much better kept up by the perſuaſive! in- 
fluences 


5 Ia, li, 55 
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fluences of love, than the rod of iron. And a 
very little obſervation will teach us, that chil- 
dren educated under an awe and dread of their 
parents, too frequently become ſullen in their 
tempers, hypocrites in their obedience, and 


embrace the firſt opportunity that offers to caſt 


off the burden of their reſtraint. 
His ſervants will next bear me witneſs, to the 


| loſs they ſuſtain in a maſter, that ever behaved | 


to them with the tenderneſs of a father. The 
well-known and deſerved hatred he ever bore 
to the horrid principles of political tyranny 
abroad, which entirely aroſe from the generoſi- 


ty of his heart, would never permit him to act 
as a petty tyrant at home. As a merciful man 
he would have been aſhamed to have uſed cru- 


elty to a dog. He beheld his ſervants as his 
fellow- creatures, and knew that they had as 


much right to happineſs as himſelf. Diſdain- 


ful looks, proud, ſnapiſh, ſevere ſpeeches, which 
| ſome can make uſe of, upon every ſuppoſed 
offence, were never ſeen or heard from him; 


hence none of thoſe changes appeared among 


his ſervants, which ſo ſadly diſgraces the fami- 
lies of many. From the beſt of principles they 
were bound to ſerve him, the principle of love. 

As a friend, from a very intimate acquaint- 
ance with him, give me leave to bear my teſti- 
mony, that one more conſtant and ſincere I 


never found; to have equalled him would 


C 2 have 


have been. difficult, to have excelled. bim, 
; impoſſible. And no wonder; an experimen- 
tal knowledge of e Friend of finners is the 
only true baſis upon which real, diſintereſted 


friendſhip can be built. From the beſt of mo- 


tives therefore he was af a more generous turn 


than to love in proſperity alone: in adverſity 


he was the ſame, his condutt was invoriable 


throughout. 5 
It frequently alſo nere that the the 


in which kind attions are performed, adds a 
double luſtre to the action itſelf, in this reſpect 
_ our dear friend was peculiarly bappy ; his free 


and affable diſpoſition would never permit hin 
0 dilgrace the cauſe of God by a ſullen moroſe- 


neſs, too much adopted by ſome : that heaven- 
ly chearfulneſs which true. grace mull ever in- 
ſpire, united to the natural ſweetneſs of his 
temper, gave him an opportunity to proye that 


it never was the end of the goſpel of Chriſt t. to 
make men melancholy and ſevere. 


But amidſt all theſe amiable endowments, 1 is 


it to be wondered at, ſince, there is not a juſt man 
upon earth that livetn and finneth not, * if one hears 
2 diſtant hint, as if now and then my dear-lov'd 


friend might have been ſuppoſed to have made 
ſomewhat of a ſmall elopement from that chear- 


fulneſs which is truly Chriſtian, towards a diſ- 


h too much bordering upon a turn of 
1 


* Eccleſ. vii. 20. 
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pleaſantry, which might have needed a little 
more the ſpirit of ſolemnity ? With the greateſt 
delicacy I drop the hint, and am glad to cover 
it with the mantle of love, by lamenting before 
you all, the ſame weaknels in myſelf ;- a lively, 
active diſpoſition is too apt to lead into this miſ- 
take, in many things we offend all; it is alone be- 
eauſe the Lord's compaſſions fail not that the 5 of 
the ſons of men are not conſumed. 2 
Thoſe labors which more oediancly. con- 
e him as a N we will next con- 
—_— — 
The firſt thing that N appears ts, that 
be was thoroughly diſintereſted; the dirty mo- 
tives of filthy lucre were by no means the ſprings 
that actuated his labors in this department of 
bis life; he was above the thought of conſider- 
F ing how much he was paid for, and meanly mak- 
ing that the limits of his work: as he knew that 
from his Maſter above he had freely received, fo 
he thought it his honor freely to give,“ and if his 
_ upright and enlarged heart might now and then 
have conſtrained him to go beyond the bounds 
of a human eſtabliſhment, however good in its 
palace, tis no wonder to find the contracted 
bigot deſpiſe him for his catholiciſm ; but how- 
ever deſpiſed by them, his memory by the can- 
did Chriſtian ſhall be deſervedly reſpe&ed. 
And did we all but more duly conſider, that we 


haſten 


* Mr. Rouquet for many years of his life ſeldom uſed to 
preach leſs than ſeven times in the week. i 


110 
1 

ll | RS 
1181 haſten'as faſt as time can carry us to that judgs 
I ment ſeat where all theſe ſhadows ſhall eternally 
[; 1} be forgotten, we ſhould be more apt to reſpect 
[114 that man as the wifeſt, who'contends molt. ear- 

| if neſtly for the ſubſtance of religion. 

| | | Tou that were the attendants upon his mi- 
If | niſtry can bear me vitneſs, that his whole deſire 

Mil was the ſalvation of your fouls. He therefore 

li i]. never aimed to pleaſe the ear, but to profit the 
1 heart. The unſcriptural method of preaching. 
| it to the people in the unknown tongue of that ex- 
| 188 cellency of ſpeech which man's wiſdom teachetn, lo to- 
(| tally diſclaimed by St. Paul, I he choſe to leave 

[ i dd love the praiſe of man more than the 

| Lf Praiſe of God. \ If he was deſpiſed by the proud, 

| he was honored by the poor; and we know of 

1 whole miniſtry it is recorded, that the com- 
| j . mon people heard him gladly. | 
I Nor was he contented to preach to you upon 
J 4. ſuch ſubjects as a Heathen could treat of as well 

; [| as a miniſter of Chrijt, He knew that you were 

1 1 fallen, and it was his principal aim to urge this 
1 cloſely upon your hearts, that a deep ſenſe of 


your miſery might compel you to Chriſt, whom 
he ever held forth as the only remedy provided 
olf God for your ſalvation. Nor was he afraid 
to declare theſe glorious truths, leſt ſome ſhould 
urge the old ſtale objection, fhall we continue in 
_ fm that grace may abound.* He knew that ſalva- 
tion from fin, could never teach you to live in 
—— | ms 
| 


+ 1 Cor. ii, 16, {John xii. 43. [Mark xii, 37, Rom. vi. 1. 
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in; obedience throughout the whole tenor of 
his preaching, as well as in his praQtice, had its 
place, though he did not preſume W 
to exalt it to the place of Chriſt. ; 

Theſe were the golpel fundamentals he ever 


defended. If therefore in ſome few expreſſions 
now and then he might have differed from 
others, let us learn to bear and forbear, inſtead 
of daring to deſpiſe a beloved inſtrument that 


was fo much owned of God. From many 
hours of the moſt ſerious converſation with him, 


* always admired the uprightneſs of his heart. 
None could more compleatly deteſt that hate- 
ful idea, ſalvation through felf ; and from his i in⸗ 


moſt ſoul he utterly renounced every depen- 


dence, but that glorious refuge held forth for 
loſt ſinners in the goſpel of Chriſt. Thus my 
beloved, like your dear paſtor, may you learn 


to live and die, dependent only upon Jeſus, as 


your everlaſting all ; fince other foundation can no 
man lay than that which is laid, which 1s Fe fus - 


Chriſt. * 


Thus as a man, a Chriſtian, and a 1 . 
have I attempted faintly to illuſtrate the cha- 


radter of our departed friend: I well know 


that even his very enemies will honor him now 


dead; tis my happineſs that I honored him 


whileliving,—Before I come to an improvement, 
1 have but one thing more to advance. The 


Words of dying friends a are generally received 


with 
Tx Cor. iii, 11. 


| 24 J 
with peculiar folemnity ; IT am now therefore 


to add a conciſe account of fome of thoſe bleſ- 
fed ſentences that dropt from his lips, under an 


awful ſight of that eternity to which he pere 
N himſelf to be haſtening. 


23 hough I always eſteemed the aQions' of a 


perde $ "life, fo far as they ſpring from a right 


principle of grace in the heart, a more ſolid 
proof of the ſtate of the ſoul than the ſpeeches, 
however excellent, that may be collected from 
te death bed; yet you will be glad to hear, 


we. that as my dear brother liv'd ſo he died ; ; tho 


he ſaid but little, yet be ſaid enough to eon- 
vince us that his mind was kept in that calm, 
ſolid, heavenly frame, which evidently declared 
him to be ripening faſt for glory. To you that 
were his bittereſt enemies let me firſt mention, 
that he made you the ſubject of his earneſt 
prayers; the very evening before his ſpeech 
failed him, he ardently pleaded for your for- 
giveneſs before God, for three or four hours, 
imitating the bright example of his maſter Jeſus, 
_ who prayed for his murderers, —father forgive 
them, for they know nat what they. do. After this, 
one aſked him how he found himſelf ſupported 
under his illneſs, upon which he put his band 
upon his breaſt, and,ſaid, Peace! Peace! And 
to another dear friend who was frequently 
with him, he ſaid, the Lord was very precious 
# ham. As his fever van now exceedingly 
: | to 
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to r A condeſcending God was pleated 


to alleviate. the pains, be might otheryiſe have 


— 2 


ſuſtained, by caſting an Altoniſhing ſtupor over 
him Which laſted for many days. Wen this 
. ſtupor firlt began to come upon him,” that you 
may ſee how the beloved” work of preaching 
Jeſus v was that i in which his foul delighted, he 


mentioned, in his flumber, part of that bleſſed | 
text, © Which hope r we - have a as an anchor 0 of the ſoul, 


Wt + re and ſledfa JM and which Ae into that 


within the vail, whithef the e fore; runner, even Fe us, 5 


18 for Us entered; * and. ſpoke many things. from 


1 it, as if be conceived, himſelf preaching to 3 


n £2.43 


congregation. Soon! after this his ſpeech en- 
urely failed him, and his eyes were . ſearcę 
ever, open. When 1 came to take my final 


leave of him, which was almoſt two hours befoze_ 


his diſſolution, 1 found him rouſed from his 


ſtupor by the agonies of death which were 
then upon him. Iſe now knew all his friends 


about him, and his ſpeech a little returned; 


while the ſweeteſt calmneſs kept poſſeſſion 
of his mind. Perceiving that the time: of his 
departure Was juſt at hand, 1 went to prayer 


with him, and with the weeping friends who 
ſurrounded his bed commended his foul into 
the hands of his redeeming God; after that, 


with much earneltneſs, he thrice ſaid, . I long 
40 g home”! and then began to fink into the 


arms of death. Upon this a dear friend aſked 


* Heb, vi. 19, 20, 
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| him to give RS. by lifting up his hands, 1 
he felt himſelf happy, which he ce 
did and ſoon after this ſweetly fell alleep in 
Jeſus. Thus whale he walked through. the, "ally 
of the ſhadow of death he was permitted. to. fear 10 
evil, for the Lord was his conſolation, and bore | 
him ſafely through. _ 
Thus lived and died the man, . whoſe noble 
foul was too, great a bleſſing for the preſent 
day. In the midſt of his uſefulneſs was; he 
doubtleſs cut off in. judgment to us, tho. in 
merey to himſelf, that he might ſafely be 
preſerved from the evil to come. Triumphant 


obᷣuoer every difficulty, is he now ſecurely landed 


through all the perplexities of chis lower world, 
having been hailed into glory with the words 
of our text, ſo applicable to the whole of his 
deportment, Well done, thou good and faithful 
' ſervant, thou haft been faithful over a few things, 
I will make thee ruler over many things; enter tou 
indo the joy of thy Lord: Sorrow and ſighing are 
with him now no more; he balks, and ſhall 
For, ever baſk, with aſtoniſhment and love, 
under the tranſporting influences of the full 
beams of uncreaied glory. 


No wonder that one whoſe whole life was a 
continued ſcene of mercy and compaſſion, 


. thavld be attended by ſuch weeping multitudes 
. to the grave, as Briſtol ſcarce ever ſaw before, to 


Vitneſs to the love they bore their dear departed 
ſend: * hile I attended the ſolemn. procel- 


ſion 
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fion, ſeeing the overflowings of grief burſting 
from every quarter, — there, thought I, ſtands 
the poor diſeonſolate widow ; her heart over - 
whelmed at the confideration of never more 

| beholding that tender- hearted man, whoſe 
' indulgent and unſought- for care made him act 
as a brother to her huſband lately deceaſed ; he 
eaſed his bed in his ſickneſs, and with his own 
hand wiped the death-ſweat from his brow, then 
commenced a huſband to the widow, and a 
father to the defolate children, —and this deat 
man is now no more! X 
There, alfo, methought 1 ſaw another ſtand, : 
with tears of gratitude, bleffing the memory 
of that beloved man who found him an helptefs 
_ orphan, defpifed by all befides ; who took 
him as his guardian care, redeemed him from 
the dunghill, and procured him a ſphere of 
life comfortable to himfelf and beneficial. to 
: ſociety. 
There again, my fancy aid, there flands 
A third, a weeping object of deep diſtreſs ; his 
heart ſeems to bleed within him, for he has 
now loſt that moſt compaſſionate man, who 
found him in the jail, laden with the comple- 
teſt miſery, faſt bound in afliction and iron, and 
perhaps through misfortunes which he could 
not have avoided ;- the dear deliverer ftands 
his friend, undertakes his cauſe, ſwift” as an 


eagle upon his delightful work ſearches for 
the creditors, ſatisfies their demands, redeems 


. 8 J. 
him from bondage, and makes his heart 70 
This Fr by 6 
A fourth prays and weeps, weeps and prays, 
attempts to join in ſinging * him to his reſt, —- 
grief ſtops her faultering voice—ſhe is at laſt 
conſtrained to hang her harp upon the willows 
and weep aloud —Sure, thought I, ſhe mourns 
deep indeed. The happy inſtrument that 
brought her ſoul to God ĩs now carrying to the 
grave ; ſhe well remembers when wallowing 
in the moſt hateful impurity, ſhe lived without 
God in the world, treaſuring up wrath againſt the 
day of wrath, and revelation of the righteous judg- 
ment of God: a vain curioſity led her to hear 
what the babler had to ſay, and that was the 
time which proved the lime of love; being then 
alarmed of her danger, he pointed her to 
Jeſus; ſhe fled directly to his arms for ſal- 
vation, and ſoon became a living monument 
of the power of all-prevailing grace. 
Nor can the tears of thoſe children belonging 
to the Hoſpital, over which as a miniſter he 
preſided, be well forgotten upon this occaſion, 
as he knew their poverty and pitied them in their 
- abject ſtate, he treated them with all that eaſy 
chearfulneſs that engaged their affeQion, as if 
he had been their parent; his condeſcending 
behaviour won their hearts, though children, 
they were lenhible of Re: heavy loſs they alſo 


ſuſtained 


* A 3 concourſe * bene went before ſinging funeral 
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ſuſtained-mingled their tears with others; and 
wept aloud at his grave. 
But perhaps ſome ſecret objeftor nuight wiſh | 
to urge, if ſhame did not prevent, that ſcarce any 
but the poor attended him with thele honorsto 
the grave; true my friend, it is moſt chearfully 
granted, and they are the people whoſe fimple and 
undiſguiſed ideas will give you the moſt faithful 
portrait of the upright man's character. The 
ſordid motives of intereſt and ambition are thoſe 
that principally ſway the rich, 1 ſpeak this to their 
fame. Gladly therefore do I admit the charge, 
my brother Rouquet was highly honored, for he 
was honored by the poor and when moſt of our 
heads are laid low in the grave his memory 
hall ſtill be revered, while thoſe that live only to 
themſelves, however eſteemed among the great 
andnoble in this world, ſhall ſoon be forgollen, 
as a dead man out of ſight ; for the memory of the 
uſt i is bleſſed, but the name of the wicked ſhall rot. 
Before I conclude, permit me firſt to make a 
ſhort improvement upon the whole.—Ts it not 
high time for you that were made the ſubject of 
his dying requeſt, I mean his enemies, to let his. 
ſacred aſhes reſt with quietneſs in the grave? 
But O lay you, « ] deteſt him for his political 
conduct,“ and perhaps you would have as much 
reſpected him had he been of your fide of. the 
queſtion—* But his buſy zeal in that depart- 
ment as a miniſter was totally unbecoming — 
But oP, my f friends, examine throughout the 
whole 


be in their end deftruftive to the liberties of mankind. 


Cw) 


whole of his deportment ; a good man he cer- 


tainly was, a perfect man he never conceived 


himſelf to be, but that he was one of the ſtrifteſt 
honeſty and uprightneſs, the whole bent of 


his actions ſufficiently declare in the inte- 
grity of his heart he doubtleſs conceived preſent 


meaſures deſtructive of public good, but yon 
think otherwiſe, here then let matters reſt, I 
drop the argument—perhaps ſome future day 
may ſoon arrive when that part of his conduft 
which you now condemn will then ſhine forth, 
yourſelves being judges, as one of the principal 
gems that ſhall adorn the whole. ® 


I next muſt beg earneſtly to addreſs myſelf to 


you that are rich. O conſider the friend the. 


poor have loſt in him that now lies in the filent 


grave. The God of providence has bleſſed you 


in the baſket and bleſſed you in the ſtore, has given you 


all things neceſſary for liſe and godlineſs richly to enjoy; 


and has he added to theſe inferior tokens of his 


love that ineſtimable bleſſing which crowns the 
-whole—ſalvation by Chriſt—O what will you 


render to the Lord for all has benefits, how will your 


_ enlarged hearts ſufficiently. be enabled to ſſieu 


forth his praiſes who hath called you out of darkneſs 


into his marvellous light ! Suffer me to requeſt 


Mr. Rouguet was the ſon of perſecuted parents, who fled 


| from France to England for the fake of enjoying the ineſtimable 
bleſſings of civil and religious liberty, J mention chis as an 


| apology for his conduR, in appearing ſo ſtrenuous, with other 
great and good men, againſt thoſe principles which he conceived to 
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you therefore by all thoſe mercies that are in 
Chriſt Jeſus, haftily to go and wipe away the 
tears of thoſe weeping, poor, that now ſo deeply 
wourn throughout this city, the loſs, of our 
| belbyed friend. To what higher honor can the 
: greateſt among you be. poſſibly: promoted, than 
to commence the father. to the fatherleſs, he 
| huſband to the widow, and a friend to all. And 
can you grudge the Savior Jeſus this ſmall token 
of your. love—that Jeſus, whole amazing pity 
5 for. a fallen world, conſtrained him to deſpiſe | 
the crown and prefer the croſs, that he might 
redeem you to himſelf,.and make you a'peculiar = 
people zealous of good works. Learn, therefore, to 
_ eſteem it your peculiar privilege to behold your 
every penny as.conſecrated. to God through the 
blood of the covenant. Thus, O thus, let me 
call. you forth to act for, his glory, that when: the | 
ear. hears you, it,may bleſs youi and uſen the eye: ſeth 
© . Jou it may; bear witneſs. to your; - that: the, bleſſing of 
hin that is ready to periſh may come upon you; becauſe 
you delivered the, poor that 906; and the fatherlefs, 
and him:that had. none to help, 

One au ful conſideration I further advance, : 
as the concluding obſervation of the whole, — 
Our dear friend, now taken to the grave, but a 

few weeks ago was happy in the perfect enjoy- 

ment of the full vigor of his health. Does not 
this circumſtance call aloud to all? What then 

{hall be ſaid to many of you who are now living 

as negligent : as if you were lure to live here for 
ever? 
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cer: And vet every moment b brings You 
ncdrer 10 cterßity How then Will vou. bear to 


ſtand in the preſence vt: a holy fin-a\ ehiing C God, | 


whoſe zuthori ity) you have defied, and whoſe g. ol- 
pel yon bare! nitkerto deſpiſed? O chat one 
* word Might conſtrain you to fly, baſtily 
to fy, from the wrath to come! Death and de- 


1 


ſtrukticn alone : are ber Ire” you, \ whileyoucor:tinue 


living in ü Bu: thanks be to God for his un- 


ſpeakable + gilt! Chriſt” is revealed; as the Talva- 


tion bf the lol. whoſoever cometh ſhi ul certai oly 
be received; for his promiſe ſtands, he will in 722. 
wie eaſt them ou; Ine poor, the mizim rd, the hat, an? 
the blind, are all altke to fim. 1 le J- es to mag 


nify the riches of his mercy. to the returning fin- : 


ner. Suck is the adoräble Chriſt that is no. 


ready to ſnatch you as brand {from the burn 
ing, and make you ſtanding mönuments of. mer 
cy and ſalvation. The fame Lord that called 
our brother from bis ſins, ſaved bim by his 
grace, and has now brought him to glory, ſtands 
v aitingto receive the baſeſt that lives upon earth. 
O that TI could prevail! I point you to that 


lovely ſacrifice; the Lamb of God that taketh 


away. the fins of the world; to his mercy I com- 


mend you, and may his ſalvation be the happy 


portion ol all our bearts! "We % 
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